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RULES GOVERNING ENTRIES, 

EXHIBITS, AWARDS AND 

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 
(REVISED 2008) 

 

SECTION 1- GENERAL 

 
1.  The Board of Directors reserves the final and 

absolute right to interpret these rules and regulations 

and to arbitrarily settle and determine all matters 

questions and differences in regard thereto. 

2.  Disregard of any rule by an exhibitor or 

concessionaire forfeits all premiums, fees, rights and 

privileges without recourse. 

3.    The Board of Directors will use diligence to 

insure the safety of livestock and articles entered for 

exhibition or display after their arrival on the 

grounds, but under no circumstances will it be 

responsible for loss, injury or damage by theft, 

fire, lightning, wind or other circumstance not 

under its control, to such livestock, article on 

exhibition or display, and the Agricultural Society 

and its’ Board of Directors shall not be held or 

assume liability for such loss or damage. 
4.    Exhibitors must place all exhibits under the 

direction of the Board of Directors or their 

Superintendents in charge of the department where 

the exhibit shall be shown. 

5.  The promiscuous advertising is strictly prohibited.  

Exhibitors may advertise and distribute from their 

place of exhibit only.  The distribution of advertising 

matter that conflicts in any manner with a space sold 

by the Board of Directors is prohibited. 

6.     UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES will any 

exhibitor or vendor use any designation, photo, logo 

or wording in their advertising material or exhibit 

which may falsely lead one to believe that their 

exhibit, product or projects  are sponsored, approved 

or recommended by the Saginaw County Agricultural 

Society or the Saginaw County Fair without prior 

written approval and prior arrangements with the 

Board of  Directors. 

7.    No exhibitor or concessionaire will be permitted 

to sublet or share any portion of the space allotted to 

him/her.  A violation of this rule will result in the 

original purchaser of the space to forfeiture of their 

rights and the ejection of himself, partners, 

employees and wares from the grounds as well as the 

loss the fees expended for such space. 

8.    No person, group or organization will be allowed 

to cry, hawk, sell or expose for sale any merchandise 

upon the fairgrounds property without prior written 

consent and then only from designated booths or lots 

for which a contract was issued to them.  No person, 

group or organization will be allowed to carry, cry, 

hawk, sell or expose for show any placard, sign, 

poster or merchandise in walk ways, aisle or 

roadways used by our patrons. 

9.    No person, group or organization will be allowed 

to stop patrons coming into the fair for any reason or 

for any purpose. 

10.    In the event of conflict between the general 

rules and the special rules governing the various 

department rules for exhibiting, the special rules will 

take precedence, unless otherwise determined by the 

Board of Directors or it’s official representative. 

11.    In that the Saginaw County Fair is a family 

event, no alcohol will be consumed, brought onto or 

be sold on the fairgrounds proper. 

12.    Under no circumstances, will firearms, swords, 

knives, drugs or any other item that can be 

interpreted as a weapon or a chemical   substance will 

be used or brought onto any property owned by the 

Saginaw County Agricultural Society or used by the 

Saginaw County Agricultural Society.  Violators will 

be asked to remove all such items from the 

fairgrounds or they may be turned over to the local 

law enforcement agency.  

    

SECTION 2- ENTRIES 
 

1.  Applications for entries in all departments must be 

made on the printed forms provided by the Fair 

Office for that purpose and must be completed in full. 

Social Security Numbers are required for the 

distribution of premium monies. The right is reserved 

to reject any entry application offered which is 

incomplete or received after the due dates. 

2.    All entries must be made in the name of the bona 

fide owner of the exhibit. 

3.    Incorrect or incomplete applications will be 

rejected if the admission department is unable to 

contact and or find the missing information in 

previous files.  However, this does not relieve the 

exhibitor from the responsibility of submitting a 

properly completed application form. 

4.    Exhibitors will receive their entry tags and any 

exhibitor’s tickets due them at the fairgrounds office 

at the time of placing their exhibits within the 

designated departments. Tickets and tags will not be 

issued until all fees are paid.  Exhibit stubs must be 

brought to the fairgrounds office as proof that you 

have exhibits on display.  Failure to bring in exhibits 

will subject you to forfeiture of admission tickets and 

no refunds will be made of previously paid fees. 

5.    Closing dates for entries and release of exhibits 

in the various departments are listed under rules for 

the department.  However, the Board of Directors 

will not be responsible for unclaimed exhibits. 

6.    Deadline for all animal entry applications is 

June 1
st
 at 5:00 PM.  All other entries are due 
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June 15
th

 at 5:00 PM.  Entries received after that 

date and time will not be accepted.  Entry 

applications can be brought in to the fair office at 

11350 W. Peet Road or mailed in to the Saginaw 

County Fair, P.O. Box 449, Chesaning, Michigan 

48616.  In the event that available space has been 

filled, entries may be rejected based on the date 

that entry applications are received in the fair 

office.  If you have any questions, please call the 

office (989) 845-2143. 

 

SECTION 3- LIVESTOCK EXHIBITS 
1.    All livestock entries must be made in the name 

of the bona fide owner in order that a permanent 

record is on file.  All entries must be submitted using 

the entry forms prescribed for livestock.  Ear tag 

numbers of all animals entered must be recorded on 

the entry application.  Entries may not be accepted 

unless all required information is furnished at the 

time of making application (SEE SPECIAL 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR JUNIOR LIVESTOCK 

DEPARTMENT). 

2.    Each exhibitor will be required to present 

certificates of registration for their entries when 

called upon to do so by the Superintendent in charge 

of each department. 

3.    All exhibitors shall not invite or permit judges to 

examine their animals in stalls or pens prior to their 

entering into the show ring for judging.  Doing so 

could subject the exhibitor to disqualification, and 

loss of premiums and awards. 

4.    Misrepresentations as to breeding or ownership 

of animals and irregularity or violations of rules in 

showing will be exposed.  Any premium won by such 

exhibitor will be forfeited.  If any premium has 

already been paid before the evidence is given that 

such a violation has occurred, the exhibitor must 

refund premium money to the Saginaw County 

Agricultural Society or be barred from exhibiting at 

the Saginaw Fair in the future.  In that premiums also 

involve partial state funding, exhibitor will be 

reported to the Michigan Department of Agriculture 

for further action if they so desire. 

5.    The Board of Directors reserves the right to 

refuse admission of any animal or animals originating 

from a herd or flock whenever the health status of the 

herd or flock is questionable or suspicious. 

6.    Health requirements for livestock exhibits are 

established by the State Department of Agriculture 

and will be rigidly enforced. 

7.    In addition to the above stated rules, exhibitors 

will be required to follow those special rules as 

published for each of the livestock departments. 

8.    Premiums will be paid only on animals fitted for 

show purposes and no animal shall receive more then 

one prize in one class. 

9.    Should our regular livestock buildings or 

facilities exceed our normal capacity, the Board of 

Directors reserves the right to provide alternate 

housing in tents.   

 

SECTION 4- PREMIUMS & AWARDS 
 

1.    Checks for all premiums will be MAILED as 

soon as possible following the close of the Fair.  The 

Fair reserves the right to withdraw all, or pay in part, 

premiums offered in all departments should an 

emergency exist and circumstances demand it. 

2.    Premium checks will be voided if not cashed by 

the close of the Fair year (December 31).  All such 

un-cashed checks will be voided and funds turned 

over to the State of Michigan Unclaimed Properties 

Division.  Once sent, the exhibitor will have to obtain 

their premiums from the State of Michigan.  The Fair 

Office will not reissue any check once sent to the 

State of Michigan. 

3.    Ribbons or certificates have no cash value as to 

payment of cash premiums, as premiums are 

determined and paid only from the judge’s records 

and in only those classes wherein cash premiums are 

noted. 

 

 

 

SECTION 5- JUDGES 
 

1.    Judges will be appointed by the Board of 

Directors.  

2.    Judges will in no case award a premium where 

there is not merit, even though there is no 

competition.  Where there is partial merit, an award 

may be made accordingly. 

3.    Judges will in no case change the rating system 

established for those exhibits published in the 

premium book.  Those exhibits with ratings listed as 

ABC will be awarded ABC according.  Those 

exhibits with ratings awarded as stated in each 

department. 

4.    In no case will premiums be paid on exhibits 

which are not actually on display or brought into the 

show ring in case of livestock. 

5.    Judges who suspect that something is wrong or 

attempts have been made to disguise a problem with 

an animal the Judge will pull that animal to the side 

and consult with the Superintendent of the 

department before placing the animal.  If the 

Superintendent and Judge agree, the animal will be 

removed from the ring or other action taken and the 

exhibitor will be advised as to what was determined 

after all judging has been completed for that species 

being judged. 
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SECTION 6 - PROTEST AND APPEALS 
 

1.    Protest pertaining to judging results or 

procedures must be made in writing and filed with 

the Board of Directors by noon the day following 

judging for the class being protested and 

accompanied by a protest fee of $25.00.  The fee will 

be retained by the Board of Directors if the protest is 

not sustained.  A protest may only be made by an 

exhibitor entered in the same department, section, 

and class that is being challenged. 

2.    All protests will be considered at a time set by 

the Board of Directors and all parties interested will 

be notified of any determination.  Determinations by 

the Board of Directors will be final. 

3.    UNSPORTSMANSHIP CONDUCT WILL 

NOT BE TOLERATED ON THE PART OF 

EXHIBITOR OR PARENTS OR VISITORS.  

YOUTH WILL CONDUCT THEMSELVES AT 

ALL TIMES IN A SPORTSMANSHIP 

MANNER.  MISTREATMENT OF ANIMALS 

WILL NOT BE TOLERATED.  Exhibitors or 

handlers violating this rule will be asked to leave 

the fairgrounds with no refund of fees being made.  

Premiums earned will be forfeited.  The 

Superintendent’s decision is final. 

 

SECTION 7-RELEASE OF EXHIBITS 

 

1.    Exhibits in all competitive departments may be 

removed according to the special rules of each 

department. 

2.    No article or exhibit may be removed other than 

above except on written permission of the Board of 

Directors. 

3.    The Board of Directors will not be responsible 

for any properties or exhibits not called for by the 

release time stated in the special rules of the 

departments. 

4.    Competitive exhibits which have not been 

claimed by the exhibitor by the close of the release 

time will be considered to have been abandoned 

and will be disposed of as the Board of Directors 

may see fit. 
 

SECTION 8 - FEES 
 

1.    All checks must be made payable to the Saginaw 

County Fair and mailed directly to the Saginaw 

County Fair, P.O. Box 449, Chesaning, Michigan 

48616, where applicable.  All fees must accompany 

the Exhibitor Application and all other applications 

required. All exhibitors must purchase an Exhibitor’s 

Ticket which will entitle the exhibitor to enter any 

number of articles or animals for competition, subject 

to the rules and regulations of the various 

departments.  Please note:  Exhibitor Tickets are not 

good for Midway Rides or Grandstand 

Entertainment.    

 

 Adult-   $12.00 unlimited departments 

 Youth Exhibitor’s Fee -   $5.00  

 

 Youth who enter an open show program will 

be required to pay any and all fees required of open 

show exhibitors 

 

2.    Refund request of advance fee payment for 

exhibitors who cannot show must be made in writing 

and be received at the fair office no later then 15 days 

prior to the opening day of fair.  The request and 

reasons for the request will be considered and if 

approved will be made after the close of the fair. 

 

3.    OPEN SHOW LIVESTOCK AND HORSE 

FEES: ENTRY, HEAD, CLASS AND STALL- As 

listed in the individual department sections in the 

premium book, and must be mailed in to the fair 

office with all entry forms being submitted. 

 

4.    JR. LIVESTOCK, YOUTH RABBIT AND 

YOUTH POULTRY FEES:  As listed in the 

individual department sections in the premium book, 

and must be mailed in to the fair office with all entry 

forms being submitted. 

 

 

SECTION 9 - ADMISSION FEES 
 

GATES OPEN DAILY 9:00 AM 
 

 

 

ADMISSION COMMERCIAL PASSES 

AVAILABLE TO COMMERCIAL 

EXHIBITORS ONLY 

 

In addition to the four workers passes issued with 

each commercial exhibitor’s contract, additional 

Commercial Passes may be obtain from the 

fairgrounds office for an additional fee, prior to the 

opening day of the fair.   These passes are not good 

for Midway Rides or Grandstand Entertainment. 

 

 Workers Passes:  5.00 each 
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JR LIVESTOCK DEPARTMENT ONLY 

PARENTS AND LEADERS 

 

A special Parents Pass or Workers pass good for five 

days admission is available at the Jr. Livestock Office 

for those Parents of Livestock Exhibitors only.  These 

passes are available to Livestock Leaders who have 

club members exhibiting livestock. Please note that 

these passes are not good for the Midway Rides or 

Grandstand shows.  These passes must be obtained 

from the Jr. Livestock Superintendent. 

 

 Parents/Leader Pass: 10.00 each 

 

VEHICLE PASSES 

LIVESTOCK & COMMERICAL 

EXHIBITORS ONLY 
 

1.    Junior Livestock, Open show exhibitors, and 

Commercial Exhibitors who need to utilize a motor 

vehicle to restock and or maintain their livestock 

exhibits, are required to purchase from the fair office 

a vehicle pass in order to drive a vehicle into the 

main fairgrounds.  This pass covers only the driver 

and vehicle.  It does not cover any passengers  

Vehicles will be permitted upon the main fairgrounds 

between the hours of 6:30 AM and 8:00 AM for the 

purpose of restocking their exhibits only.  All 

vehicles with the exception of  EMERGENCY 

VEHICLES,  WILL be removed from the main 

fairgrounds during the hours that the fair is open to 

the general public -  9:00 AM to 11: PM daily.  

Vehicles may enter again after the close of the fair 

for restocking and maintaining their exhibits only.   

There will be NO OVERNIGHT parking of vehicle 

inside the main fairgrounds.  All vehicles must be 

removed to the main parking lot. 

 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS VEHICLE PASS IS 

NOT VALID FOR WALK IN ENTRY TO THE 

FAIRGROUNDS THROUGH THE MAIN 

WALK IN TICKET GATE OR SERVICE 

GATES.  IT MUST REMAIN IN THE VEHICLE 

AT ALL TIMES. 

 

    Vehicle & Driver Only pass:  $10.00 

 

COMPETITIVE HORSE EXHIBITS 
 

In those cases where competitive horse exhibits are 

changed and vehicle movement is required other then 

during the prescribed times stated above, the 

Superintendent of the Horse Department will 

coordinate this movement with the Superintendent of 

Buildings and Grounds prior to actual movement of 

vehicles, trucks and trailers onto and off the main 

fairgrounds. 

 

EMERGENCY REMOVAL OF 

ANIMALS 
If in the case of an emergency wherein an animal 

must be removed from the grounds, or veterinary 

services are required wherein a vehicle is 

involved, the Superintendent of the affected 

department will notify the fair office immediately 

and coordinate all movement with the 

Superintendent of Buildings and Grounds in 

order to insure that the emergency response will 

not be delayed. 

 

CAMPERS & LIVING QUARTERS 
1.  Camping in the camping area is primitive in 

nature with no electrical or water hook up and must 

be reserved at the time of submitting exhibitor 

applications.  Reservation forms and fees are in the 

rear of the premium book. 

 

2.  ALTERNATIVE CAMPING is available at 

Showboat Park.  Showboat Park has a range of 

different sites to offer.  For reservations and current 

fees, please call the Village of Chesaning at 1-800-

255-3055 for further information. 

 
SECTION 10- MICHIGANT STATE FAIR COUNTY 

GOLD RIBBON PROGRAM IN ARTS & CRAFTS 

AND LIVESTOCK is available to exhibitors. Contact 

the fair office for further information and applications 

if interested. 

 

 

 
 

 


