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MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

2008 HEALTH REQUIREMENTS 

FOR LIVESTOCK EXHIBITED IN MICHIGAN 

REVISED January 2008 

(Replaces all previous editions) 

 
*Livestock means those species of animals used for human food and fiber or those species of animals used for service to 

humans. Livestock includes but is not limited to cattle, sheep, new world camelids (llamas, alpacas, vicunas, and guanacos), 

goats, bison, captive cervidae, ratites (cassowaries, kiwis, ostriches, and emus), swine, equine, poultry, aquaculture, and rabbits. 

Livestock does not include dogs and cats. 

 

GENERAL 

 

Exhibitors at state, county, and district fairs, along with other livestock exhibitions, expositions, and shows are required to 

comply with all statutory and regulatory provisions of the State of Michigan relating to animal health outlined in Act No. 

466 of the Public Acts of 1988, as amended, and rules promulgated for the implementation and enforcement of the act. 

 

1.     A fair shall have an accredited veterinarian on call whenever there are animals on the premises during the fair. A fair, 

exhibition, exposition, or show authority shall do all of the following as described herein: 

    

         a. Notify exhibitors of health tests and certificates required for importation and exhibition in this state. 

 

b. Examine and approve required health certificates, reports, test charts, certificates, or other required documentation before    

    displaying, exhibiting, or stabling the animals in the exhibition area or before commingling with other animals. 

        

         c. Notify exhibitors whether or not poultry vaccinated against Infectious Laryngotracheitis (ILT) are allowed in the fair,  

             exhibition, exposition, or show. 

 

        d. Assure that all participating equine test negative for Equine Infectious Anemia (EIA). 

 

2. Livestock with clinical signs of infectious, contagious, or toxicological disease shall be removed from the fair, exhibition, 

exposition, or show or, by permission of the director, shall be isolated on the premises.  Livestock that have known exposure to, or 

that show clinical signs of, infectious, contagious, or toxicological disease as determined by a veterinarian shall not be displayed or 

housed at a fair, exhibition, exposition or show unless permission to do so is granted by the director. The fair, exhibition, 

exposition, or show authority is responsible for ensuring that the livestock are removed from the premises. 

  

3. A fair, exhibition, exposition, or show authority may require additional testing or vaccination of animals before entry and during 

the fair, exhibition, exposition, or show. 

 

4. A bird shall not be handled except by the exhibitor, attendant, fair veterinarian, director, or judge after the bird is placed in an 

exhibition coop. 

 

5a. Starting March 1, 2007, all cattle moving to a show, sale, or exhibition are required to have an official radio frequency 

identification device (RFID) ear tag. Exhibitors may call the National Holstein Association at 1-800-952-5200 to order RFID tags 

at a cost of $2.00 per tag. 

 

5b. All out-of-state cattle exhibited in Michigan shall be tagged with an official radio frequency identification device (RFID) 

ear tag. Tags can be ordered by calling Vickie McCune with RJ Matthews Co. at 330-834-3000, ext 2013 or by calling Amy 

Bledsoe with the Indiana Animal Health, Inc. at 219-279-2378. 

 

6. All goats, sheep, and privately-owned cervids shall bear official identification before they leave their home premises. 

 

7. It is the responsibility of the exhibitor to ensure that all requirements for testing, identification, and official interstate health 

certificate or official interstate certificate of veterinary inspection are fulfilled prior to importation and that proof of fulfilling these 

requirements is provided to the director, fair, exhibition, exposition, or show authority upon request. 

 

8. Upon request, a person who exhibits livestock shall present for inspection all reports, test charts, and appropriate health 

certificates required to accompany the livestock. 

 

9. Out-of-state livestock for exhibition shall meet the requirements prescribed for importation of breeding animals of that species 

and shall be accompanied by a copy of an official interstate health certificate or an official interstate certificate of veterinary 

inspection issued by an accredited veterinarian from the state of origin.  Livestock shall not be diverted to a premises other than the 

destination site named on the official interstate health certificate. 
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10. Whenever an official test is conducted or an official vaccination is administered, livestock shall, unless exempted by the 

director, be permanently identified in a manner approved by the director.  

 

11. Unless otherwise approved by the director, a facility for exhibition of livestock shall be constructed to allow sufficient 

separation of each exhibitor's livestock. The facility shall be constructed of a material that can be adequately cleaned and 

disinfected. 

 

12. An exhibition building or yarding facility shall be cleaned and disinfected with an United States Department of 

Agriculture approved disinfectant used in accordance with label instructions before livestock are admitted by removing 

from the premises all manure, litter, hay, straw, and forage from pens, runways, and show rings and thoroughly 

disinfecting walls, partitions, floors, mangers, awarding facilities, and runways in a manner approved by the director.  

MDA is currently using Virkon S for field activities. For a complete list of disinfectants, please refer to 

www.michigan.gov/mda-exhibitinfo. 

 

13. Feed and water containers provided for exhibition coops shall be new or properly cleaned. 

 

14. A feed or water container from which a bird has eaten or drunk shall be refilled in such as manner as to prevent contamination 

of the common supply of feed and water. A feed or water container may not be removed from an exhibition coop except for the 

purpose of cleaning. 

 

15. An exhibition coop shall be thoroughly cleaned and disinfected before and after each exhibition. 

 

16. Primary enclosures and stall areas shall be constructed and placed to provide adequate light for proper inspection for evidence 

of transmissible diseases. 

 

17. Cage litter and bedding shall be clean and shall be replaced daily, or as often as needed. 

 

18. A shipping crate used in the shipment of birds by common carrier may not be used as an exhibition coop.  Shipping crates shall 

be cleaned and disinfected on the day of arrival after the birds have been removed for exhibition and before being used again. 

Unless otherwise necessary, shipping crates shall not be stored in the exhibition area.  

 

19. Out-of-state livestock for exhibition shall meet the requirements prescribed for importation of breeding animals of that species 

and shall be accompanied by an official interstate health certificate or an official interstate certificate of veterinary 

inspection issued by an accredited veterinarian from the state of origin. 

 

NATIVE MICHIGAN LIVESTOCK FOR EXHIBITION 
CATTLE AND BISON 

1. Cattle with clinical signs of infectious, contagious, or toxicological disease shall be removed from the fair, exhibition, 

exposition, or show or, by permission of the director, shall be isolated on the premises. 

 

2. Starting March 1, 2007, all cattle moving to a show, sale, or exhibition are required to have an official radio frequency 

identification device (RFID) ear tag. Exhibitors may call the National Holstein Association at 1-800-952-5200 to order RFID tags 

at a cost of $2.00 per tag. 

 

3. The following are Michigan's bovine tuberculosis testing, identification, and movement requirements: 

 

All Zones within Michigan 

 

Animal Identification 

Effective August 15, 2007, all cattle must be identified with RFID Electronic identification eartags prior to movement from a 

premises within Michigan, unless exempted by the director. Initial identification of cattle must utilize an RFID 

electronic identification eartag issued by the Michigan Department of Agriculture to the premises at which the identification 

occurs. Official identification tags may not be transferred between premises or used on animals not included in the herd on the 

premises to which the tags were issued.  

 

Livestock Inspection Check-Points 

All livestock transportation equipment (vehicles) and anyone transporting livestock must stop at any posted Livestock and Plant 

Inspection Point. Upon stopping of the vehicle, a person transporting the livestock shall produce documentation and information 

demonstrating compliance with livestock movement requirements, and the direct shipping destination of the livestock.  

 

Modified Accredited Zone  

Includes the entirety of Alcona, Alpena, Antrim, Charlevoix, Cheboygan, Crawford, Emmet, Montmorency, Oscoda, Otsego, and 

Presque Isle counties, and those portions of Iosco and Ogemaw counties that are north of the southernmost boundaries of the Huron 

National Forest and the Au Sable State Forest. 

  

 

http://www.michigan.gov/mda-exhibitinfo


STATE OF MICHIGAN – HEALTH RULES & REQUIREMENTS 

 

7 

 

Surveillance Testing Requirements 

All cattle herds must complete an annual whole herd bovine tuberculosis test of all cattle twelve (12) months of age and older, and 

all goats, bison, or privately owned cervids six (6) months of age or older in contact with the herd, unless specifically exempted by 

the director. Retesting of herds must be done within 9-15 months of the anniversary date of the initial whole herd test. 

 

Movement Testing Requirements 

Movement within the Modified Accredited Zone 

• Cattle must comply with one of the following prior to movement: 

   a) Originate directly from a bovine tuberculosis accredited free herd, or, 

   b) Originate from a herd which has received a whole herd test within sixty (60) days prior to movement, or, 

      c) Receive a negative bovine tuberculosis test within sixty (60) days prior to movement. 

• Calves less than two (2) months of age may be moved if they originate from a herd that has completed a     

   whole herd test within twelve (12) months prior to movement. 

• Steers or spayed heifers may be moved to a registered terminal operation, or between registered terminal  

   operations without meeting tuberculosis testing requirements. 

• Cattle may be moved to an FSIS approved slaughter plant, or through one concentration point to an FSIS    

   approved slaughter plant, without meeting tuberculosis testing requirements. 

 

Movement into another Zone within Michigan 

• Cattle two (2) months of age and older must comply with one of the following prior to movement: 

  a) Originate directly from a bovine tuberculosis accredited free herd, or,  

  b) Originate from a herd that has received a negative whole herd bovine tuberculosis test within twelve (12)    

      months prior to movement, and receive a  negative bovine tuberculosis test within sixty (60) days prior to   

      movement (steers or spayed heifers do not need to meet the whole herd testing requirement). 

• Cattle less than two (2) months of age may be moved if they originate from a herd that has completed a  

   whole herd test within twelve (12) months prior to movement. 

• Cattle may be moved to an FSIS approved slaughter plant, or through one concentration point to an FSIS   

   approved slaughter plant, without meeting tuberculosis testing requirements. 

 

Movement Certificate Requirements 

Movement within the Modified Accredited Zone. 

• A movement certificate is required to be obtained for movement of any cattle from any premises within the    

  modified accredited zone, unless specifically exempted by the Director. Cattle moved to an approved   

  licensed livestock sale yard located within the modified accredited zone may receive a movement certificate  

  upon arrival. 

 

Movement into another Zone in Michigan 

  • A movement certificate is required to be obtained prior to movement of any cattle from a premises within the  

  modified accredited zone, unless specifically exempted by the director. All cattle with a destination of a  

  concentration point  must receive a new certificate to that identifies the final destination of movement. 

 

Modified Accredited Advanced Zone–includes the remainder of the Lower Peninsula of Michigan. 

 

Surveillance Testing Requirements 

All herds must obtain a premises identification number, and be placed into a database from which herds will be randomly selected 

for whole herd testing.  Proportional samples of beef and dairy farms will be selected from each Michigan Agricultural Statistics 

Service agriculture district based upon the total number of farms in that district. Selection will occur on a two-year cycle.  

 

Selected herds, or herds selected as a replacement for herds determined ineligible for testing, shall be subject to whole herd testing 

of all cattle in the herd eighteen (18) months of age and older, and all bison, goats, and privately owned cervids six (6) months of 

age or older in contact with the herd. This testing must occur within ninety (90) days after the person responsible for herd 

management receives notification that a whole herd test under this surveillance program is due and necessary. 

 

Movement Testing Requirements 

Movement into another Zone within Michigan 

• Sexually intact cattle six (6) months of age or older must meet one of the following prior to movement: 

a) Originate directly from a bovine tuberculosis accredited free herd, or, 

 b) Receive a negative bovine tuberculosis test within sixty (60) days prior to movement. 

• Cattle less than six (6) months of age, steers and spayed heifers of any age, or cattle moving to an FSIS  

   approved slaughter plant or through one livestock concentration point prior to an FIS approved slaughter  

   plant, do not need to meet tuberculosis testing requirements prior to movement. 

• Sexually intact heifers that are moving to a registered terminal operation or a USDA approved feedlot do not  

   need to meet tuberculosis testing requirement prior to movement. 
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Movement within the Modified Accredited Advanced Zone 

• No tuberculosis testing is required for movement of cattle within the zone, or through a livestock   

  concentration point to a final destination within the zone. 

 

Movement Certification Requirements 

Movement within the Modified Accredited Advanced Zone 

• No movement certificate is required for movement within the modified accredited advances zone. 

 

Movement into another zone within Michigan 

  • All cattle must receive an official movement certificate prior to movement to any other zone within Michigan,  

  unless specifically exempted by the director. 

 

Bovine Tuberculosis Free Zone - includes the entirety of the Upper Peninsula of Michigan. 

 

Surveillance Testing Requirements 

All herds must obtain a premises identification number, and be placed into a database from which herds will be randomly selected 

for whole herd testing.  Proportional samples of beef and dairy farms will be selected from each Michigan Agricultural Statistics 

Service agriculture district based upon the total number of farms in that district.  Selection will occur on a two-year cycle.  

 

Selected herds, or herds selected as a replacement for herds determined ineligible for testing, shall be subject to whole herd testing 

of all cattle in the herd eighteen (18) months of age and older, and all bison, goats, and privately owned cervids six (6) months of 

age or older in contact with the herd. This testing must occur within ninety (90) days after the person responsible for herd 

management receives notification that a whole herd test under this surveillance program is due and necessary. 

 

Movement Testing and Certification Requirements 

No tuberculosis testing or movement certificate is required to move within the bovine tuberculosis free zone, or to other zones 

within Michigan. 

 

HORSES AND OTHER EQUIDAE 

 

1. Equidae with clinical signs of infectious, contagious, or toxicological disease shall be removed from the fair, exhibition, 

exposition or show or, by permission of the director, shall be isolated on the premises. 

 

2. All equidae, except foals under six (6) months and nursing their dam, entered in a fair, exhibition, exposition, or show must test 

negative to an official Equine Infectious Anemia (EIA) test within the current calendar year. Exhibitors must be able to present 

proof in the form of an official EIA laboratory report. NOTE: Calendar year is defined as December 1st through the 31st of the 

following December (13 months).  

 

3. A fair, exhibition, exposition, or show authority is responsible for assuring that all participating equidae are test-negative for 

EIA.  

 

GOATS  

 

1. Goats with clinical signs of infectious, contagious, or toxicological disease shall be removed from the fair, exhibition, exposition, 

or show or, by permission of the director, shall be isolated on the premises. 

 

2. All goats moved within Michigan shall be identified with official USDA scrapie program identification prior to movement off 

the farm. Contact the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) at 866-USDA-TAG (866-873-2824) for ear tags.  

  

3. Do not remove tags prior to weigh-in or showing. It is illegal to remove official USDA individual animal identification. 

 

SHEEP 

 

1. Sheep with clinical signs of infectious, contagious, or toxicological disease shall be removed from the fair, exhibition, 

exposition, or show or, by permission of the director, shall be isolated on the premises. 

 

2. All sheep moved within Michigan shall be identified with official USDA scrapie program identification prior to movement off 

the farm. Contact the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) at 866-USDA-TAG (866-873-2824) for ear tags. 

 

3. Do not remove tags prior to weigh-in or showing. It is illegal to remove official USDA individual animal identification.  
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SWINE 

 

1. Swine with clinical signs of infectious, contagious, or toxicological disease shall be removed from the fair, exhibition, 

exposition, or show or, by permission of the director, shall be isolated on the premises. 

 

2. For the 2007 fair season, all swine shall be uniquely identified with individual ear tag identification or other identification 

approved by MDA. Registered swine accompanied by registration papers may be identified by ear  notches. 

 

3. Swine shall not enter any fair, exhibition, exposition, or show facility unless it can be demonstrated that the swine presented for 

exhibition or exposition meet at least one of the following conditions: 

a. Originate as a direct movement from a swine premises located in a pseudorabies Stage IV or higher area or region or 

other equivalent low prevalence area as recognized by the director, OR 

 

b. Originate directly from a pseudorabies qualified-negative herd as defined in Title 9 of the Code of Federal Regulations, 

which proof may consist of a copy of a valid certificate issued by the department stating that the herd meets the 

requirements for a pseudorabies qualified-negative herd, OR 

 

c. Unless the swine are piglets nursing a pseudorabies negative sow, present an official swine test report that indicates the 

swine have been tested for pseudorabies within 45 days before exhibition and have tested negative. 

NOTE: Michigan has been pseudorabies free (Stage V) since 2000. 

 

4. All swine removed from any exhibition facility shall be moved directly to a livestock auction market or slaughter facility 

premises for disposition in accordance with applicable laws concerning movement of swine to slaughter, unless all swine present at 

the fair, exhibition, exposition, or show facility at any time for any reason meet one of the following requirements: 

a. Originate as a direct movement from a swine premises located in a pseudorabies Stage IV or higher area or region or 

other equivalent low prevalence area as recognized by the director, OR  

b. Originate directly from a pseudorabies qualified-negative herd as defined in Title 9 of the Code of Federal 

 Regulations, which proof may consist of a copy of a valid certificate issued by the department stating that the   

herd meets the requirements for a pseudorabies qualified-negative herd, OR 

c. Unless the swine are piglets nursing a pseudorabies negative sow, present an official swine test report that indicates the 

swine have been tested for pseudorabies within 45 days before exhibition and have tested negative. 

NOTE: Michigan has been pseudorabies free (Stage V) since 2000. 

 

POULTRY 

 

(Chickens, guinea fowl, turkeys, waterfowl, pigeons, doves, peafowl, and game birds) 

 

1. All poultry except waterfowl, pigeons, and doves shown at public exhibition in this state shall meet one or more of the following 

requirements: 

a. Originate directly from a U.S. pullorum-typhoid clean flock as defined in Title 9 of the Code of Federal Regulations, 

and all amendments to that publication thereafter adopted pursuant to rules that the director may promulgate, OR 

b. Have a negative official test for salmonella pullorum-typhoid within 90 days before the fair, exhibition,  exposition, or 

show facility and remain segregated from all poultry of unknown or positive salmonella pullorum-typhoid test status. 

 

2. Individual birds originating from non-National Poultry Improvement Plan (NPIP) qualified flocks may be tested at the show or 

exhibition prior to being caged and housed with other poultry and if negative, be allowed to participate in the show or exhibition. 

 

3. Documentation of birds originating from a certified NPIP flock must be presented at the show or exhibition (parent flock NPIP 

certification number, VS9-2, VS9-3, or Michigan Department of Agriculture state pullorum test certificate). 

 

RABBITS 
 

Rabbits with clinical signs of infectious, contagious, or toxicological disease shall be removed from the fair, exhibition, exposition 

or show or, by permission of the director, shall be isolated on the premises.  

 

LLAMAS, ALPACAS, VICUNAS, AND GUANACOS 

 

Llamas, alpacas, vicunas, and guanacos with clinical signs of infectious, contagious, or toxicological disease shall be removed from 

the fair, exhibition, exposition or show or, by permission of the director, be isolated on the premises. 

 

CASSOWARIES, KIWIS, OSTRICHES, AND EMUS 

 

Cassowaries, kiwis, ostriches, and emus with clinical signs of infectious, contagious, or toxicological disease shall be removed 

from the fair, exhibition, exposition, or show or, by permission of the director, shall be isolated on the premises. 
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CERVIDAE 

 

1. Cervidae with clinical signs of infectious, contagious, or toxicological disease shall be removed from the fair, exhibition, 

exposition or show or, by permission of the director, shall be isolated on the premises and must meet current requirements 

contained within Act No. 466 of the Public Acts of 1988, as amended, the Animal Industry Act, for movement of privately-owned 

cervidae in Michigan. 

  

2. All live privately-owned cervids moving from one premises to another premises within this state shall be officially identified 

with an identification approved by the director. 

 

3. All live privately-owned cervids six (6) months of age or older moving from one premises to another premises within this state, 

except those consigned directly to a state or federally inspected slaughter facility premises, shall comply with one of the following: 

a. Originate directly from an official tuberculosis accredited, qualified, or monitored herd as outlined in Bovine 

Tuberculosis Eradication: Uniform Methods and Rules, effective January 22, 1999, approved by Veterinary Services of 

the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service of the United States Department of Agriculture, and all amendments to 

those publications thereafter adopted pursuant to the rules that the director may promulgate, and be accompanied by a 

copy of the current official letter from the United States Department of Agriculture verifying herd status, OR 

b. Originate directly from a herd that has received an official negative tuberculosis test of all privately-owned cervids 

twelve (12) months of age or older and all cattle and goats six (6) months of age and older in contact with the herd within 

24 months before movement, OR 

c. Originate directly from a herd that has received an official negative tuberculosis test of all privately-owned cervids 

twelve (12) months of age or older and all cattle and goats six months of age or older in contact with the herd more than 

24 months before movement, AND receive an individual negative official test for tuberculosis within 90 days before 

movement, AND be accompanied by a copy of the official tests for tuberculosis verifying testing, OR 

d. Be isolated from all other members of the herd and receive two official negative tests for tuberculosis at 90- to 120- 

day intervals before movement and be accompanied by copies of the official tests for tuberculosis verifying that testing. 

The second negative test shall be within ninety (90) days before movement. 

 

4. All live privately-owned cervids less than six (6) months of age moving from one premises to another premises within this state, 

except those consigned directly to a state or federally inspected slaughter facility premises, must comply with one of the following: 

a. Originate directly from an official tuberculosis accredited, qualified, or monitored herd as outlined in Bovine 

Tuberculosis Eradication: Uniform Methods and Rules, effective January 22, 1999, approved by Veterinary Services of 

the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service of the United States Department of Agriculture and all amendments to 

those publications thereafter adopted pursuant to rules that the director may promulgate, AND be identified by an official 

identification, AND be accompanied by a copy of the current official letter from the Michigan Department of Agriculture 

verifying the herd status, OR 

b. Originate directly from a herd that has received an official negative tuberculosis test of all privately-owned cervids 

twelve (12) months of age or older and all cattle and goats six (6) months of age and older in contact with the herd within 

24 months before movement, OR c. Originate directly from a herd that has received a negative tuberculosis test of all 

privately-owned cervids twelve (12) months of age or older and all cattle and goats six (6) months of age or older in 

contact with the herd more than 24 months before movement and be accompanied by an official permit for movement of 

privately owned cervids less than six (6) months of age within Michigan, or an official interstate health certificate issued 

by an accredited veterinarian, and remain at the destination stated on the permit or official interstate health certificate 

until it receives an official negative tuberculosis test when it reaches six (6) months of age, but not more than eight (8) 

months of age. 

 

5. For purposes of this section, the age of the privately-owned cervids shall be determined by the age placed on the official permit 

for movement of privately-owned cervids less than six (6) months of age in Michigan, or the official interstate health certificate 

issued by an accredited veterinarian. A copy of the official test for tuberculosis and a copy of 

the official permit for movement of privately-owned cervids less than six (6) months of age within Michigan or the official 

interstate health certificate shall be forwarded to the department within ten (10) days following completion of the testing. 
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OUT OF STATE LIVESTOCK FOR EXHIBITION 

 

Out-of-state livestock for exhibition shall meet the requirements prescribed for importation of breeding animals of that species and 

shall be accompanied by an official interstate health certificate or an official interstate certificate of veterinary inspection 

issued by an accredited veterinarian from the state of origin. Livestock shall not be diverted to a premises other than the destination 

site named on the official interstate health certificate. 

 
FOR DETAILED HEALTH REQUIREMENTS FOR OUT OF STATE LIVESTOCK, CONTACT THE SAGINAW CO 

FAIR OFFICE AT (989) 845-2143. 

 

 

 

SAGINAW COUNTY FAIR REQUIREMENTS FOR EXHIBITING LIVESTOCK 
 

Exhibitors SHALL  acquaint themselves with those special rules for exhibiting animals at the Saginaw County Fair which can be 

found in the Special Rules Section of the particular livestock department they plan on exhibiting, AND those Health Rules 

established by the State of  Michigan .  ALL HEALTH RULES AND REGULATIONS WILL BE STRICTLY ENFORCED. 

 

EXHIBITORS WILL BE REQUIRED TO SHOW HEALTH CERTIFICATES AS REQUIRED IN THE HEALTH 

RULES FOR THE STATE OF MICHIGAN BEFORE ANIMALS ARE UNLOADED AND PLACED IN THE 

EXHIBITION AREAS.   NO EXCEPTIONS.  

 

EXHIBITORS WHO ARE UNABLE TO PRODUCE THE HEALTH CERTIFICATES MAY BE ASKED TO REMOVE 

THEIR ANIMALS FROM THE FAIRGROUNDS BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 

 

 

***NEW FOR 2008*** 

 
DUE TO INCREASED ANIMAL CONCENTRATIONS AND AN INCREASE IN DISEASE OUTBREAKS IN RECENT 

YEARS AT COUNTY FAIRS, IT IS IMPORTANT TO REDUCE OUR RISK OF DISEASE AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE.  

BACTERIA AND VIRUSES THAT CAUSE HEALTH ISSUES CAN BE SPREAD THROUGH CONTACT AND ALSO 

THROUGH MANURE AND DIRT.   THERE ARE THINGS WE CAN DO TO HELP PREVENT THIS SPREAD SUCH 

AS CLEANLINESS AND VACCINES. 

 

ALL ANIMALS ARRIVING AT THE FAIRGROUNDS MUST BE PRE-WASHED AND CLEAN AND IN A CLEAN 

TRAILER.  ALL ANIMALS ARE TO ARRIVE DURING THE ALLOTTED CHECK-IN TIME SO THEY CAN BE 

INSPECTED.  ANY ANIMAL NOT ARRIVING CLEAN AND AT THE APPROPRIATE TIME WILL BE SENT HOME. 

 

 

 

RECOMMENDED VACCINES PRIOR TO FAIR: 
CATTLE:  All cattle receive a primary injectable respiratory vaccine for IBR, BVDV, BRSV and PI3.  Unless vaccinated in 

previous years they also receive a booster vaccine 2 to 4 weeks later.  These vaccines should be done 3 week to 6 months 

prior to fair.  All cattle should also receive an intranasal vaccine for IBR and PI3 three to four weeks before fair.  Breeding 

cattle may also wish to have other types of vaccines done.  You should develop a plan with your veterinarian. 

 

SWINE:  All swine should receive a vaccine for Erysipelas, Influenza and Actinobacillus Pleuropneumonia as per labeled 

directions at least three weeks before fair.  Swine should also be given a dewormer prior to fair, being sure to follow the 

meat withholding period or have a stool sample tested negative one month prior to fair to allow time to deworm if 

necessary. 

 

SHEEP AND GOATS:  All sheep and goats should receive a clostridium type C and D and a tetanus vaccine (CD/T vaccine) 

at least three weeks prior to fair.  If they had not received this vaccination in prior years they should get a primary injection 

and then a booster shot three to four weeks later. 

 

HORSES:  All horses should be vaccinated for Strep Equi, Rhinopneumonitis, EEE, WEE, Tetanus and Influenza as per 

labeled directions.  Develop a plan with your veterinarian for these shots and any others they may recommend. 
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SAGINAW COUNTY AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY 

LIVESTOCK DRUG TESTING POLICY AND PROCEDURES 2005 

 
 

 

Under the authority of the Michigan Animal Industry Act No. 466, Public Acts 1988, Section 40 as amended, the Society 

purpose is to insure, to the  best of our ability, that all livestock shown and sold in the Saginaw County Agricultural 

Societies livestock and horse program are free from drug enhancing substances. 

 

The Saginaw County Agricultural Society reserves the right to randomly drug test any market animal (beef, sheep, swine) 

and horses entered at the Saginaw County Fair for competition. Testing may occur at the time of entry, during the fair, and 

after competition has been completed. Such testing may be done by either the collection of urine or blood samples or both at 

the discretion of the Fair Veterinarian. All testing will be under the supervision of the fair veterinarian.  

 

The Saginaw County Agricultural Society reserves the right to disqualify any animals, either live or slaughtered wherein 

the exhibitor/owner of the animal entered into competition refuses to allow the animal to be tested, or the animal fails drug 

testing for substances not approved by the Food and Drug Administration and the United States Department of Agriculture 

or the Michigan Department of Agriculture. This includes, but is not limited to: diuretics, steroids, repartitioning agents, 

tranquilizers, and analgesics. Exhibitor will notify the fair veterinarian before administering any medication to any 

livestock or horses brought in for competition.  

 

Should the testing prove positive, the Saginaw County Agricultural Society reserves the right to, and may, disqualify the 

animal from all placing, trophies, ribbons, premiums and awards; confiscation of animal in question; and the voiding of the 

sale of the animal if it is to be or was sold in the Junior Livestock Market Sales. All premium and sale monies will be 

forfeited and returned to the fair office if received prior to the testing results being returned from the State Laboratory. 

 

Procedure: In the event that the Saginaw County Agricultural Society feels that drug testing is necessary because of 

suspicious nature of an animal’s actions or upon a written complaint based on personal knowledge to the Board of 

Directors that an animal has been injected with or has been given a prohibited substance, the fair veterinarian will be 

notified and the following procedures will be performed:  

 

1. The exhibitor and in the event of a minor, the exhibitor and his/her parents or legal guardian will be advised 

that the animal in question is to be tested and why it is to be tested. They will be asked to sign a testing release 

form and be present during the actual collection procedures. The actual collection of the samples will be 

performed by the Fair Veterinarian and placed and sealed by him/her in the appropriate collection 

containers as provided by the Michigan Department of Agriculture. 

 

2. The samples shall then be taken or mailed to the Michigan Department of Agriculture for testing. The 

exhibitor and in the event of a minor , the exhibitor and his/her parents or legal guardian will then be notified 

as to the results of the testing by the Saginaw County Agricultural Society Board of Directors. Should the test 

results come back positive, the exhibitor and in the event of a minor, the exhibitor and his/her parents or 

legal guardian will be notified as to what action may be taken by the Saginaw County Agricultural Society 

Board of Directors. 

 

3.  Should an exhibitor and in the case of a minor, the exhibitor and his/her parents or legal guardian refuse to 

permit such testing, the Saginaw County Agricultural Society reserves the right to take whatever action may 

deem necessary up to and including the removal of all placing, awards, premiums, and future showing and 

exhibiting rights in future competitions and fairs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


